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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume,
just to say I do agree with the gen-
tleman who just spoke that this is a
good and appropriate bill.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing I want to
again thank many individuals, the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. MORAN], the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BUYER],
the gentleman from Arizona [Mr.
STUMP], the gentleman from New York
[Mr. SOLOMON], the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. FOX], and all those
others who have provided leadership
and cooperation so that we could make
this bill a reality.

Mr. Speaker, the Veterans’ Employ-
ment Opportunities Act of 1996 pro-
vides much needed protection to our
veterans. It provides an effective re-
dress system, and it expands job oppor-
tunities for those who have served this
Nation honorably in our Armed Forces.
I urge my colleagues to join me in
passing this important bill today.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize the service of the distin-
guished gentleman from Mississippi,
Mr. SONNY MONTGOMERY, who will be
leaving this body soon. He has chaired
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
over many years and led the Nation’s
efforts to recognize and serve its veter-
ans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge again the passage
of this legislation for all our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EWING). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MICA] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3586, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3586.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

VETERANS’ HEALTH CARE
ELIGIBILITY REFORM ACT OF 1996

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3118) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform eligibility for
health care provided by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3118

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES TO TITLE

38, UNITED STATES CODE.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘‘Veterans’ Health Care Eligibility Re-
form Act of 1996’’.

(b) REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly
provided, whenever in this Act an amend-
ment or repeal is expressed in terms of an
amendment to, or repeal of, a section or
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of title 38, United States Code.
SEC. 2. HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL SERVICES.

(a) ELIGIBILITY FOR CARE.—Section 1710(a)
is amended by striking out paragraphs (1)
and (2) and inserting the following:

‘‘(a)(1) The Secretary shall, to the extent
and in the amount provided in advance in ap-
propriations Acts for these purposes, provide
hospital care and medical services, and may
provide nursing home care, which the Sec-
retary determines is needed to any veteran—

‘‘(A) with a compensable service-connected
disability;

‘‘(B) whose discharge or release from ac-
tive military, naval, or air service was for a
compensable disability that was incurred or
aggravated in the line of duty;

‘‘(C) who is in receipt of, or who, but for a
suspension pursuant to section 1151 of this
title (or both a suspension and the receipt of
retired pay), would be entitled to disability
compensation, but only to the extent that
such veteran’s continuing eligibility for such
care is provided for in the judgment or set-
tlement provided for in such section;

‘‘(D) who is a former prisoner of war;
‘‘(E) of the Mexican border period or of

World War I;
‘‘(F) who was exposed to a toxic substance,

radiation, or environmental hazard, as pro-
vided in subsection (e); and

‘‘(G) who is unable to defray the expenses
of necessary care as determined under sec-
tion 1722(a) of this title.

‘‘(2) In the case of a veteran who is not de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary may,
to the extent resources and facilities are
available and subject to the provisions of
subsection (f), furnish hospital care, medical
services, and nursing home care which the
Secretary determines is needed.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section
1710(e) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking out ‘‘hos-
pital care and nursing home care’’ in sub-
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C) and inserting in
lieu thereof ‘‘hospital care, medical services,
and nursing home care’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘and
medical services’’ after ‘‘Hospital and nurs-
ing home care’’; and

(C) by striking out ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(G) of
this section’’ each place it appears and in-
serting in lieu thereof ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(F)’’.

(2) Chapter 17 is amended—
(A) by redesignating subsection (g) of sec-

tion 1710 as subsection (h); and
(B) by transferring subsection (f) of section

1712 to section 1710 so as to appear after sub-
section (f), redesignating such subsection as
subsection (g), and amending such subsection
by striking out ‘‘section 1710(a)(2) of this
title’’ in paragraph (1) and inserting in lieu
thereof ‘‘subsection (a)(2) of this section’’.

(3) Section 1712 is amended—
(A) by striking out subsections (a) and (i);

and
(B) by redesignating subsections (b), (c),

(d), (h) and (j), as subsections (a), (b), (c), (d),
and (e), respectively.

SEC. 3. PROSTHETICS.
(a) ELIGIBILITY FOR PROSTHETICS.—Section

1701(6)(A)(i) is amended—
(1) by striking out ‘‘(in the case of a person

otherwise receiving care or services under
this chapter)’’ and ‘‘(except under the condi-
tions described in section 1712(a)(5)(A) of this
title),’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘(in the case of a person
otherwise receiving care or services under
this chapter)’’ before ‘‘wheelchairs,’’; and

(3) by inserting ‘‘except that the Secretary
may not furnish sensori-neural aids other
than in accordance with guidelines which the
Secretary shall prescribe,’’ after ‘‘reasonable
and necessary,’’.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pre-
scribe the guidelines required by the amend-
ments made by subsection (a) and shall fur-
nish a copy of those guidelines to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and House of Representatives.
SEC. 4. MANAGEMENT OF HEALTH CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Chapter 17 is amended
by inserting after section 1704 the following
new sections:

‘‘§ 1705. Management of health care: patient
enrollment system
‘‘(a) In managing the provision of hospital

care and medical services under section
1710(a)(1) of this title, the Secretary, in ac-
cordance with regulations the Secretary
shall prescribe, shall establish and operate a
system of annual patient enrollment. The
Secretary shall manage the enrollment of
veterans in accordance with the following
priorities, in the order listed:

‘‘(1) Veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities rated 30 percent or greater.

‘‘(2) Veterans who are former prisoners of
war and veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities rated 10 percent or 20 percent.

‘‘(3) Veterans who are in receipt of in-
creased pension based on a need of regular
aid and attendance or by reason of being per-
manently housebound and other veterans
who are catastrophically disabled.

‘‘(4) Veterans not covered by paragraphs (1)
through (3) who are unable to defray the ex-
penses of necessary care as determined under
section 1722(a) of this title.

‘‘(5) All other veterans eligible for hospital
care, medical services, and nursing home
care under section 1710(a)(1) of this title.

‘‘(b) In the design of an enrollment system
under subsection (a), the Secretary—

‘‘(1) shall ensure that the system will be
managed in a manner to ensure that the pro-
vision of care to enrollees is timely and ac-
ceptable in quality;

‘‘(2) may establish additional priorities
within each priority group specified in sub-
section (a), as the Secretary determines nec-
essary; and

‘‘(3) may provide for exceptions to the
specified priorities where dictated by com-
pelling medical reasons.

‘‘§ 1706. Management of health care: other re-
quirements
‘‘(a) In managing the provision of hospital

care and medical services under section
1710(a) of this title, the Secretary shall, to
the extent feasible, design, establish and
manage health care programs in such a man-
ner as to promote cost-effective delivery of
health care services in the most clinically
appropriate setting.

‘‘(b) In managing the provision of hospital
care and medical services under section
1710(a) of this title, the Secretary—

‘‘(1) may contract for hospital care and
medical services when Department facilities
are not capable of furnishing such care and
services economically, and
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